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as compared with the Franks, and of Napoleon as compared
with Charlemagne, that a careful reader may do well to
adjourn the question for further investigation, only thanking
this advocate for his eloquent pleading on one of the sides.
The reception of the "Joan of Arc" may be different.
Here, as if to vindicate himself from the imputation of "being
incapable of doing justice to the French or to anything in
French History, De Quincey calls upon all Frenchmen to
listen to what he, an Englishman, after Voltaire's old French
ribaldries and the hesitancies of M. Michelet and other later
Frenchmen, will say in honour of the heroic maid. It is
the passages of fine lyrical prose at the opening and the
close of the paper that chiefly recommend it now, and cause
it to be remembered as De Quincey's. A good deal of the
intermediate matter (of facetious disputation with M.
Michelet, and what not) may seem unpleasantly out of key.
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